










OPTIMISTS DIE FIRST  
A love story for cynics from acclaimed  
author Susin Nielsen.

Ever since tragedy struck her family, Petula 
has learnt to see danger everywhere. She’s 
determined not to let her guard down, even 
if this means allowing herself to be ruled 
by anxiety and grief. Then she meets Jacob. 
Strikingly tall and confident, he’s survived a 
different disaster and still come out smiling.  
At first Petula is repelled by his outgoing 
optimism, yet even she can’t deny their 
chemistry together. But optimism – and love – 
are blind. And Petula is heading full speed  
into the danger zone.

ENCOUNTERS
1994. Zimbabwe. Over fifty pupils at a quiet 
suburban school are claiming to have witnessed 
a disc-shaped craft land beyond the edge of 
the playground. It’s probably nothing more 
than a case of mass hysteria and over-active 
imaginations, but there’s something about the 
accounts that’s impossible to ignore. How could 
so many children lie so convincingly and for so 
long? And why?

Inspired by remarkable true events, Encounters 
is a fictional tale of six very different young 
people who discover they are in fact more 
connected to something out there – and each 
other – than they could have thought possible.
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SUSIN NIELSEN has written for Canadian TV and received critical acclaim for her young 
adult novels. She won the prestigious Governor General’s Literary Award in her native 
Canada for The Reluctant Journal of Henry K Larsen. She lives in Vancouver with her family and  
two very destructive cats.  @SusinNielsen

JASON WALLACE was born in England, but his life was turned upside down when his 
mother remarried and the family emigrated to Zimbabwe. It was this experience in a tough 
boarding school during the aftermath of the war for independence that formed the foundations  
for his novels. Jason now lives in London with his partner and son. 

‘I fell for Optimists Die First’  
HARRIET REUTER HAPGOOD

‘A vibrant and hilarious tragicomedy with a huge, 
joyous, and yes, optimistic heartbeat’ JEFF ZENTNER
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Praise for  
We Are All Made of Molecules: 

‘Touching, snappy and witty. A really fine YA novel’  
TELEGRAPH

‘I defy you not to fall in love with this book’ PHIL EARLE

‘One to make you laugh, cry and read in one sitting’ THE BOOKSELLER

Longlisted for the Carnegie Medal

Praise for Out of Shadows: 
‘A powerful, devastating read for older teens’ PATRICK NESS, GUARDIAN

‘Honest, brave and devastating, Out of Shadows is more than just memorable.  
It’s impossible to look away’ MARKUS ZUSAK

‘It’s something that schools should study and readers read’ THE TIMES

Winner of the Costa Children’s Book Award, the Branford Boase Award  
and the UKLA Award
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